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Summary

The purpose of this paper is to inform Working Group N of the succesful completion of the main phase of the EATMP Communication Project managed by EUROCONTROL and of the availability of the product to ease the deployment of AMHS.

1. Background

The EATMP Communication Gateway (ECG) project launched by Eurocontrol is intended to provide ANSPs with a means of achieving commonality in ground data networks, through a controlled migration to AMHS.  To do this, the project is developing two inter-operable, software-based, communications gateways.  In addition, the project plans to develop a validation process for third-party gateways.

The partners in the developments are DFS & COMSOFT and STNA & THALES.  Aena & Isdefe formulated the common test specifications. 

2. Status

Both of the ECG developers successfully passed Factory Acceptance Tests for their respective systems in December 2002.  

Inter-operability tests took place in Brussels in March 2003.  They were based on the above common test specifications.   

The outcome of these tests are successful.  As could be anticipated when testing the interoperability between two independently developed systems as complex as the ECG, some initial inter-operability problems have been identified and directly resolved during the test sessions.  A few issues are still being investigated in more details by both developers, most of them stemming from different interpretations of the AMHS specifications. Their resolution might lead to the submission of Potential Defect Reports (PDRs) through the agreed ATNP/CCB procedure, aiming at a clarification of the identified items in the AMHS SARPs. These issues are expected to be closed during Q2 2003, this will be the last task of the ECG Project as initially defined.

3. Future

The ECG project has now successfully completed its most important phase – the delivery of two independently developed ECG core software packages for use by the wider ATM community.  The individual ECG systems are deliverable and were both demonstrated at the Maastricht 2003 ATC Exhibition.

ANSPs are now invited to consider procuring ECG systems or other ECG-interoperable systems for the purpose of implementing AMHS in the short term.

4. Action by the Meeting

Working Group N is invited to take note of the information contained in this paper.
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