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Summary
This paper aims at reporting to the ATNP Working Group A about the progress achieved by Subgroup A3 (Ground-Ground Applications) since the 1st WGA meeting in Berlin.

1. Introduction

This paper aims at reporting to the working group the work achieved by SG A3 since the Berlin WGA meeting.

2. Meetings 

The subgroup has held its 1st meeting in Toulouse from 5th to 7th December 2000. There were 4 participants. The list is given in Appendix A.

The subgroup has held its 2nd meeting in Honolulu from 27th February to 1st March 2001, the meeting being broken down into two sessions, a joint session with Subgroup B2, dedicated to the review of Guidance Material for ATN Directory Service and a standard session addressing the usual topics derived from the terms of reference of the subgroup. There were 16 participants. The list is given in Appendix A.

3. Update and review of Guidance Material for ground-ground applications

The update of the Document 9739 Edition 1, Part III, Chapters 6 and 7, was the main focus of the 1st meeting of Subgroup A3. These chapters of the Comprehensive ATN Manual (CAMAL) were updated in order to be aligned with Edition 3 of Document 9705, which had been provided toICAO for publication in the Berlin ATNP WGW/4 meeting.

The main changes performed were related to the following :

· for ATSMHS, to the specification of the Extended ATS Message Service, and to the inclusion of the CIDIN/AMHS Gateway,

· for AIDC, to the alignment of the Guidance Material on the changes performed as the result of AIDC PDRs.

The technical changes were discussed in the 1st meeting, leaving the editorial updates to be performed by the editors of the two chapters. This process was completed at the beginning of January and the documents were then made available to the ATNP members and working group participants by means of the ATNP Archive. Finally, the documents were reviewed in details, on a page by page basis, during the 2nd SG A3 meeting. 

The 2nd SG A3 meeting approved the documents, and recommended that they would be submitted to Working Group A for endorsement and for inclusion in the draft 2nd Edition of Document 9739.

The Guidance Material and Concept of Operations for ATN Directory Services were also reviewed by the Subgroup during the specific session held for this purpose as part of its 2nd meeting, together with Subgroup B2. A detailed review was performed on a page by page basis. A number of editorial changes were agreed, and left to the Editor for inclusion in the document prior to its submission in the Honolulu Working Groups A and B meetings.

Subject to these changes being incorporated in the documents, they were approved and it was jointly recommended that they would be submitted to Working Groups A and B for endorsement and for inclusion in the draft 2nd Edition of Document 9739.

4. Other aspects related to ATSMHS 

4.1. Addressing

An important subject was raised in relation with ATSMHS, reported by groups preparing the AMHS implementation such as the APANPIRG ATN Transition Task Force, and the SPACE project (also supported by the european ICAO AFSG Group).

While they were developing addressing schemes for their ICAO regions, the need for harmonization of MF addressing schemes was identified by these groups and reported to Subgroup A3. In its second meeting, Subgroup A3 supported this requirement and considered that a common worldwide AMHS addressing scheme should be defined by ICAO, through ATNP, for use by States and Organisations.

The subgroup agreed that this MF addressing scheme should be applicable to both direct and indirect users in ATS Organisations, as soon the scheme is published. The scheme should be published through ICAO. XF-addresses should be used for users within a given ATSO until the support of this adressing scheme has been published by the ATSO in charge of these users. 

In practice, this would result in the smallest possible number of addressing schemes being defined by ICAO, that is : 

· the newly defined MF-addressing scheme, set as the target scheme to be applied by ATSOs at the earliest opportunity, in particular for ATSOs now starting to implement AMHS ; and

· the XF-addressing scheme, to be used as a default addressing scheme for ATSOs which have not yet published their part of the scheme. Very likely, this would be used mostly for those ATSOs which do not implement the AMHS in the short term.

The importance of publication by ICAO of this information, by means of a document similar to Document 7910, was stressed again, as it had been introduced in the ATNP/3 meeting.

The MF-addressing scheme was then discussed and agreed. The agreed solution was aligned on the addressing scheme developed in Europe and endorsed by the AFSG Group for the European ICAO Region. It was also very similar to the addressing scheme developed by the ATNTTF in the ASIA/PAC Region, with the single difference of one address attribute being removed from the initial ATNTTF proposal.

The agreed MF-addressing scheme is the following :

· Country-name:

C = “XX”, as obtained by ICAO from ITU-T;

· ADMD-name:

A = “ICAO”, as registered by ICAO at ITU-T;

· PRMD-name:

P = a name to be defined by each ATSO and registered by ICAO. Such a name will identify a State (e.g. “EG” for the United Kingdom, “France”, etc.), an Organisation (e.g. “EUROCONTROL”), or an organisation within a State (e.g. “Aena”). In the absence of such a name being registered by the ATSO at ICAO, a default value will be used to ensure that the attribute value is always defined. This default value will be the ICAO two letter country indicator, as may be found in Doc 7910;

· Organisation-name:
O = a value corresponding to local/national geographical information, e.g. a region or a geographical area within a State where the user is located. The syntax and value are to be defined by the considered ATSO. The table associating such an organisation-name to each ICAO location indicator (4 characters) needs to be registered and published by ICAO;

· Organisational-unit-names:
OU1 = the ICAO location indicator (4 characters) of the considered user;

· Common-name:

CN = the 8-letter AF-address (or AFTN indicator) of the considered user, irrespective of whether it is a direct or indirect user.

It was finally noted that the specification of this addressing scheme was additional to the existing SARPs, and as such was an enhancement rather than a defect correction, despite the fact that a PDR has been submitted in relation with these issues.

The subgroup considered that the easiest way to include rapidly this addressing scheme in the ICAO ATSMHS documentation would still be the use of the PDR, although not discussing an actual defect. This would need to be discussed with the CCB Chair, to confirm the validity of the approach or to define an alternative one.

4.2. Subsetting Rules

The subgroup considered that the definition of subsetting rules would be necessary for ATSMHS, particularly in view of the existence of two levels of service, and of functional groups such as Security, Use of Directory, etc.

It was agreed to work on this task in the future.

5. Other aspects related to AIDC 

The subgroup discussed the opportunity to proceed with the specification of AIDC Version 2, based on the recent updates performed by the OPLINK panel. A new Appendix 6 was expected to be inserted in PANS-RAC (Doc 4444) for AIDC, as proposed in Appendix D to the Summary of Discussions and Conclusions of OPLINKP (OPLINKP WGB Berlin meeting). It was questioned to what extent this new Appendix would replace the corresponding provisions of Doc 9694 (the Manual of ATS Data Link Applications). It was recalled that Doc 4444 had a much higher rank in the hierarchy of ICAO documentation, and would certainly take precedence.
The other main issue arising from the analysis of these changes was a question about the status of the document outcoming from the OPLINK Panel. This status was unclear and some of the change seemed to be not fully mature. The subgroup then expressed his needs for guidance from Working Group A, in order to know at what stage the OPLINK Panel work on AIDC would be considered as a final draft on which the subgroup could start its work. 

6. Monitoring of implementation of ATN ground-ground applications

The subgroup has been informed about the level of progress reached in the ASIA/PAC Region in its planning for future ground ATN implementation. This has been done through a presentation of the documents developed by the APANPIRG ATN Transition Task Force, which should also be presented to Working Group A.

7. Way of working and future meetings

It was agreed to hold a principle of three to four subgroup meetings per year, depending on the workload and inputs provided to WG A and other sources to the subgroup:

-
one SG A3 meeting before each WG A meeting, to be held in the same place (twice a year), 

-
one SG A3 meeting in the meantime between two WG A meetings.

The next meeting of Subgroup A3 is expected to take place from 26th to 28th June 2001 in Brussels (Eurocontrol). This will be confirmed in the near future.

8. Recommendation

The working group is invited to note the progress achieved by the subgroup.
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