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Introduction

0.1 The Ground-Ground Applications Subgroup (SG A3) of the ATNP/WGA held its first meeting in Toulouse from December 5th to 7th, 2000.

0.2 There were 4 participants, the list of which is supplied in Attachment A. The meeting was chaired by Jean-Marc Vacher, Chairman of the subgroup. Apologies were received from Manuel Garcia (Aena) who could not participate in the meeting. Michel Pinelle, on behalf of SITA, had also presented apologies and indicated that they were willing to participate in the subgroup’s work.

0.3 There were 9 working papers proposed for the meeting, the list of which is given in Attachment B.

1 Agenda Item 1 : Approval of Agenda

1.1 WP/1-1, including the proposed Agenda, was presented by Jean-Marc Vacher. The agenda was approved by the meeting, with following additions and changes:

· replacement of the term “Summary of CCB activities” with “Maintenance of existing SARPs material” for 4.1 and 5.1;

· inclusion of a new sub-agenda item 4.3 named “Future evolution of ATSMHS SARPs”.

2 Agenda Item 2 : Introduction to the new Subgroup A3

2.1 The terms of reference of the subgroup, as included in the report of the WGA/1 meeting, were analyzed by the meeting. The adequacy of the subgroup meeting agenda against the subgroup’s terms of reference and list of deliverables was confirmed, with the identification that the main focus of the meeting had to be on agenda items 4.2 and 5.2, so as to prepare deliverable A3-D1. 

2.2 It was also noted that the contents of A3-D1 should be broadened to also encompass Part III Chapter 7 of the CAMAL, relating to ICC/AIDC.

2.3 Finally it was noted that for Doc 9739, Part II, Chapter 8 “CIDIN/ATN Gateway operating concept”, appropriate material still had to be developed. It was considered that this would be done in the course of the development of deliverable A3-D5.

3 Agenda Item 3 : Administrative Concerns

Agenda Item 3.1: Co-ordination with WG A and other working groups or subgroups

3.1 The following topics were identified as potentially requiring co-ordination with ATN Panel bodies:

· technical provisions and Guidance Material for the ATN Directory in support of AMHS should be co-ordinated with subgroup B2. It was recalled that a specific joint session had been planned for this purpose, to take place in Honolulu on 27th February 2001;

· the use of checksums for AIDC should be reviewed and co-ordinated with subgroup B2;

· AMHS security had already been closely co-ordinated with the former WG1/SG2 subgroup. There could be a need for further co-ordination on some specific aspects of the topic.

3.2 The subject of co-ordination with regional bodies was also discussed. Jack McConnell emphasized that the transition to ATN and AMHS might not proceed at the same speed in all regions, and that this should be taken into account. He informed the meeting that a seminar would be planned in the ASIA/PAC region to make States aware of the ATN and of the importance of transition. This seminar would take place at the end of the work of the APANPIRG ATN Transition Task Force. It was agreed to further discuss this aspect in the Honolulu ATNP meetings.

General working principles

3.3 It was agreed to hold a principle of three to four subgroup meetings per year, depending on the workload and inputs provided to WG A and other sources to the subgroup:

· one SG A3 meeting before each WG A meeting, to be held in the same place (twice a year), 

· one SG A3 meeting in the meantime between two WG A meetings.

4 Agenda Item 4: ATS Message Handling Services

Agenda Item 4.1: Maintenance of existing SARPs material on ATSMHS

WP/1-6

4.1 Manfred Okle presented WP/1-6 (Planned Publication of the new EUR CIDIN Manual). The paper was related to the issue of references made by Doc 9705, section 3.1.2.4 to the existing EUR CIDIN Manual and to additional documentation, and in relation with the expectation that a new Edition of the EUR CIDIN Manual would be published shortly. He said that the latest information he had received from the AFSG Chairman was that the new edition would not be available before end 2001 or Spring 2002.

4.2 It was agreed to support the publication of the technical specification for the CIDIN/AMHS Gateway as included in Edition 3 of Doc 9705, and to take appropriate action for an update of all references when the new EUR CIDIN Manual would be published, based on the mapping table provided earlier by Manfred Okle (ref. ATNP WG3 WP3/19-11, attachment 2). It was also noted that Sub-Volume 1 of Document 9705 would also need to be updated at that stage.

4.3 It was however recognized that any significant change occurring in the draft Edition 2 of the EUR CIDIN Manual between December 2000 and December 2001 would make this update exercise much more difficult and would require the support of a CIDIN expert. 

WP/1-4

4.4 Jean-Marc Vacher presented WP/1-4 (Encoding rules for secure AMHS messages). The paper highlighted a potential contradiction between SV3 and SV8 about the use of DER in SV3 vs. use of PER in SV8 as specified for the ATN SSO.

4.5 The subgroup agreed to further investigate the issue, looking for expert advice where available. It was also agreed to further co-ordinate with SG B3, as appropriate. Procedurally it was clarified that the appropriate way forward would be the submission of a PDR, as soon as the issue would be confirmed. Some preliminary work was however considered necessary, in particular to clearly the impact of the issue and its potential solutions.

4.6 In relation with this subject and with its potential solutions, there was a consensus in the subgroup to stay as closely aligned as possible with the MHS base standards, and therefore to give preference to DER rather than PER, if the choice was open.

Agenda Item 4.2: Completion of Guidance Material for ATSMHS (ICAO Doc 9739 draft Edition 2)

WP/1-3

4.7 Jean-Marc Vacher presented briefly WP/1-3 (Update to ATSMHS Guidance Material). He said that the Guidance Material for the CIDIN/AMHS Gateway, as presented by Manfred Okle and endorsed by WG3 in Berlin, would need to be appended to the document. 

4.8 The meeting then undertook a thorough review of the document. A number of editorial changes were agreed, and minor additions were left to the Editor to be performed off-line. It was agreed that the final Draft of Document 9739 Edition 2 (Part III, Chapter 6) should be distributed to the meeting participants by 19th December 2000, with the goal of a delivery for comments by WG A around the end of the year.

WP/1-7

4.9 Manfred Okle presented WP/1-7 (Update to ATSMHS Guidance Material – Section 6.2.4 : CIDIN/AMHS Gateway Description). The paper included two amendments to the referred section of Doc 9739. The amendment proposal was supported by the meeting and agreed to be included in the final Draft mentioned above.

Agenda Item 4.3: Future evolution of ATSMHS SARPs

WP/1-8 (IP) – AMHS addressing considerations

4.10 Jack McConnell presented WP/1-8, which was an IP (Proposed Final Draft of the ASIA/PACIFIC Region ATN-AMHS Naming Plan). He reported that the paper had been produced as an output of the 2nd APANPIRG/ ATN Transition Task Force (ATNTTF) meeting held on November 7-9, 2000. He said that the 3rd meeting would take place in March 2001. The paper then generated a debate about the need to mandate another Common AMHS Addressing Scheme in the ATSMHS SARPs, in addition to the XF-Addressing Scheme.

4.11 A discussion then took place about the AMHS addressing plan retained by the ATNTTF. The main discrepancies with the European AMHS addressing plan (as defined by the SPACE project) were identified: it was highlighted that the “AFTN” value used for the Organisation-name attribute was not a routing element, and that routing in AMHS was in general not performed according to applications. A terminology issue was also noted in the fact that the XF-Addressing Scheme was defined in the SARPs, and that any deviation or derivation on this basis could no longer be called “XF-addressing”. Finally it was reported that the SPACE addressing scheme had been presented and agreed in the AFSG/3 meeting in Paris in April 2000, the AFSG reporting to the EANPG ICAO Regional Group. There had been a recommendation to the ICAO Regional Office in Paris to inform other Regional Offices on the agreed European AMHS addressing structure.

4.12 Jack McConnell thought that the limited discrepancies between both plans could be resolved by due co-ordination. Two windows of opportunity for such co-ordination were identified, being the forthcoming Hawai ATNP meetings and the AFSG/4 meeting in Paris next April. There was a consensus in the subgroup meeting to look for the highest possible degree of uniformity, and a strong recommendation to use one or both co-ordination opportunities.

4.13 It was finally agreed that SG A3 would prepare a communiqué to the ATNTTF, to be submitted for comments and endorsement by the ATNP WG A in Hawai. The communiqué would:

· highlight the need for uniformity,

· emphasize the already existing level of commonality between both plans,

· identify discrepancies and explain the European choices in this area.

AMHS Subsetting rules

4.14 The question of subsetting in the context of AMHS was raised, noting that two levels of service were now defined, and querying what would be the ICAO compliance requirements with this respect. The following “AMHS subsets” or “components” were identified as the elements which could be assembled to form valid subsets:

· Basic ATS Message Service,

· Extended ATS Message Service including:

· CIDIN/AMHS Gateway,

· Use of Directory,

· Security, and

· to a lesser extent, AMHS Systems Management.

4.15 It was agreed that this should be a work item for the next meeting. The agreed way forward would be to define valid subset configurations from a technical viewpoint. It was also noted that there could be notions of “sunset dates”, the example being for security. However, this was recognized as an institutional issue not in the scope of the subgroup, and which should be reported to Working Group A.

4.16 A brief discussion took place about the issue of interworking between AMHS and other messaging protocols. It was considered that at present, interoperability with all protocols specified by ICAO as belonging to the Aeronautical Fixed Service - namely the AFTN and CIDIN - had been specified. Any further work should be undertaken only based on a requirement input coming through WG A from the ATNP at Panel level or from the Air Navigation Commission.

5 Agenda Item 5: Inter-Centre Communications (ICC) over the ATN

Agenda Item 5.1: Maintenance of existing SARPs material on AIDC

5.1 There was a need for consolidated look at the checksum issue in the AIDC environment. It was agreed to perform this for the Hawaii meeting.

Agenda Item 5.2: Update of Guidance Material for AIDC (ICAO Doc 9739 draft Edition 2)

WP/1-9

5.2 Claude Leclerc presented WP/1-9 (Update to ICC Guidance Material). There had been few technical changes, and mostly alignment of terminology and the result of PDRs. Claude Leclerc would perform a final check before distribution. He noted that in the published Doc 9739 Edition 1, Table III-7-6 (example of PER-encoding) had been deleted. It should in fact be moved to Part IV of the CAMAL like for Air-Ground applications. There was also a need to introduce some text about PDR 99110003, relating to the latitude and longitude syntax. This would be done before the final delivery. This approach was agreed by the subgroup.

Agenda Item 5.3: Preliminary discussion on AIDC Version 2

WP/1-5 (IP)

5.3 Claude Leclerc presented WP/1-5, which was an IP, focusing on the AIDC aspects and in particular on the fact that changes had been made in the application (Summary of Discussions and Conclusions of OPLINKP – WGB Berlin meeting). He said that because of late reception, he had had no time to do a complete comparison with previous versions of the application. A new Appendix 6 was expected to be inserted in PANS-RAC (Doc 4444) for AIDC, as proposed in Appendix D to the report. He questioned to what extent this new Appendix would replace the corresponding provisions of Doc 9694 (the Manual of ATS Data Link Applications). It was recalled that Doc 4444 had a much higher rank in the hierarchy of ICAO documentation, and would certainly take precedence. Claude Leclerc said that the insertion of an AIDC Appendix in Doc 4444 would be a good thing, for the sake of clarity and consistency.

5.4 It was agreed that Claude Leclerc would make a complete analysis of changes, and would report to the Hawaii SG A3 and WG A meetings. In compliance with the subgroup’s terms of reference, a clearance would then be sought from WG A and from the ICAO Secretariat prior to proceeding with the development of Technical Provisions in support of the revised AIDC requirements. Claude Leclerc also suggested to bind the checksum modification, which could be a significant one, with this set of changes. It was agreed to look at this in Hawaii and decide how to proceed.

6 Agenda Item 6: Monitoring of validation and implementation activities

Agenda Item 6.1: Monitoring of ATSMHS validation and implementation activities

6.1 Jack McConnell reported that AMHS testing between the U.S. and Japan was to start in February 2001 and to last until January 2002.

Agenda Item 6.2: Monitoring of AIDC validation and implementation activities

6.2 In the absence of any working paper, there was no specific work performed under this agenda item.

7 Any Other Business

Meeting participation

7.1 The Chairman thanked the people present for their participation in the meeting and for their support in the new subgroup’s work. Manfred Okle reported that this might be his last meeting with the subgroup, having completed his main task concerning the CIDIN/AMHS Gateway. On behalf of the subgroup, Jean-Marc Vacher thanked him for his excellent contributions, for his support to other work items and for the friendliness in which this co-operative working had been possible. The subgroup unanimously expressed his hope that Manfred Okle would be able to resume his participation, in particular because of the unique CIDIN expertise he was bringing in this activity.

Next meetings

7.2 It was agreed that the next SG A3 meetings would take place in Honolulu (Hawaii, U.S.A.) during the next round of ATNP meetings. A joint session with SG B2 was planned on Tuesday 27th February, dedicated to Directory Services. Then a 1,5 day-session was planned for the subgroup, starting on Wednesday 28th February afternoon and finishing Thursday 1st March 2001. 

7.3 It was agreed that the co-ordination with participants to the ASIA-PAC ATNTTF should take place during these initial SG A3 sessions, so as to be able to conclude about it in the WG A meeting, as appropriate.

7.4 The meeting ended with these various considerations.
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