Enhancements in DFIS Version 2


ATNP/WGOW-4/WP4-32

Corrigendum of Provisions for Digital ATIS

1.1
ICAO Document 9705, Sub-Volume II, Section 4 contains the specification of the Data Link Flight Information Service ATN Application (D-FIS). The technical definition of the D-ATIS and D-METAR messages (ASN.1 notation) is produced from the functional definition contained in Annex 3 for the MET-related fields and in ICAO Document 9694, Draft Second Edition for the ATC-related fields.

1.2 Best efforts have been made to maintain alignment between the ASN.1 definition of the D-FIS messages and the information provided in the several draft versions of Annex 3, Amendment 72 and ICAO Document 9694 issued by the METLINKSG and the OPLINKP, respectively. At the time of publication of ICAO Document 9705, Edition 2, since the material drafted by the METLINKSG and the OPLINKP was not stable enough to finalise the ASN.1, it was decided to keep the Edition 2 D-ATIS message specification as it was in Edition 1. The full alignment of the three subject documents would then be provided in ICAO Document 9705, Edition 3.

1.3 In Montreal, in February 2000, ATNP/3 was informed of the inconsistencies observed between ICAO Document 9705, Second Edition and the new Annex 3 amendment for some meteorological parameters. It was decided that a PDR (M0020001) should be immediately raised within the CCB to ascertain the problem, particularly with respect to backward compatibility, and to propose a solution which, might be, in the short term, the issuance of a corrigendum to the document.

1.4 ATNP WG3 and CCB undertook a task to list the discrepancies between ICAO Document 9705, Second Edition and Annex 3, and to identify all related necessary corrections. It became evident that a true corrigendum would not be appropriate because:

· The specification of fields requiring non-Annex 5 units (e.g., runway deposit depth in inches) is still in progress. Final ASN.1 is not possible at present.  The USA METLINKSG member has this action.

· Operational requirements input to ATNP are not stable yet. Inconsistencies between Annex 3 and ICAO Document 9694 still exist (e.g., range and resolution for visibility). 

· The complete and stable definition of the MET and ATC fields will only be available after the ANC review of the answers to the State Letters sent with Annex 3, Amendment 72 and ICAO Document 9694, draft edition 2. Any changes proposed in a would-be corrigendum are putative.

· The publication of ICAO Document 9705, edition 3 is foreseen for Spring 2001.  ICAO Document 9705, Edition 3 is ideally suited as repository for the final D-ATIS specification.  The specification has been co-ordinated with the ICAO MET office.

1.5 Noting the above, and that all discrepancies have been resolved during the development of ICAO Document 9705, Edition 3, it was suggested that instead of a corrigendum, a note be inserted in ICAO Document, Edition 2 to indicate that the structure, range and resolution of some meteorological parameters in Edition 2 are not fully in line with provisions of Annex 3 (up to and including Amendment 72) and that the next edition (3rd) of ICAO Document 9705 would be fully aligned.  Such a note was drafted in CCB PDR M0020001.  The note was co-ordinated with the ICAO COM section (Mr. Paydar) and the CCB.  The PDR is PROPOSED, pending full ICAO co-ordination.

1.6 The WGOW is invited to note the information presented concerning alignment of the D-ATIS specification and its superior documents.  The WGOW is invited to note the time scales involved in co-ordination of the documents.  The WGOW is finally invited to note that ICAO Document 9705, Edition 3 contains the correct D-ATIS specification.  The WGOW is then invited to approve this transmittal to ICAO in closure of the ATNP/3 D-ATIS action. 
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