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SUMMARY

This paper provides comments on the ATNP/3 Report on Agenda Item 5, and proposes a WGW Recommendation to minimise future misunderstandings and conflicts in ICAO naming and addressing provisions.
1. Introduction

This paper points out some omissions in the ATNP/3 report of Agenda Item 5 (Consideration of organisational, institutional or procedural issues affecting the implementation and/or operation of the ATN).

2. Discussion

Firstly, in the ATNP/3 report of Agenda Item 5, Figure 1 and Table 5.2 reflect the old ATN naming hierarchy in Doc 9705 edition 1 and 2 - the provisions have been substantially changed in edition 3 and the superseded provisions should now be deprecated.  Thus, Figure 1 should actually be taken from Sub-Volume IX Figure 9-1, and Table 5.2 should actually be taken from Sub-Volume IX, Table 9-2.

Secondly, in the ATNP/3 report of Agenda Item 5, note that Table 5.1 is incomplete and inaccurate.  The entry for atn-amhs (8) is missing, as are the references to subordinate arcs.  The correct version is Sub-Volume IX Table 9-1.

Third, and most important, in the ATNP/3 report of Agenda Item 5, Recommendation 5/1 states:

“That ICAO establish a suitable mechanism for allocation, registration, updating and publication of ATN object identifiers (OIDs) and application entity (AE) qualifier values on the basis of Figure 5.1 and tables 5.1 and 5.2”

This does not fully make the point that was intended.  The point is that a central mechanism is needed to avoid ICAO bodies assigning conflicting names under the ICAO registered part of the global naming tree.  The scope is not limited to ATN, but applies to all identifiers administered under the ICAO name domain.  ATNP has already assigned the first 9 naming arcs directly under the ICAO naming authority.  Other ICAO bodies may have made conflicting assignments already, or may do so in the future.

Note also that there is no need for the ICAO mechanism to include "AE qualifier" values (the name is no longer applicable in edition 3 - the correct term is "app-type" values), as these are completely within the scope of Sub-Volume IX of Doc 9705.

3. Recommendation

A draft of a Recommendation from WGW/4 is suggested below:

"That the ATN Panel secretary, in his follow-up on Recommendation 5/1 of ATNP/3:

a) use Figure 9-1 and Table 9-2 from Sub-Volume IX instead of Figure 1 and Table 5.2 in 5.3 of the ATNP/3 report,

b) use Table 9-1 from Sub-Volume IX instead of Table 5.1 in 5.3 of the ATNP/3 report, 

c) note that the part of Recommendation 5/1 referring to “application entity (AE) qualifier values” is not required, and

d) co-ordinate within ICAO to inform other bodies that the ATN Panel is using identifiers from ICAO’s internationally registered segment of the global naming tree for object identifiers.  The aim is to avoid possible conflicts between object identifiers assigned by other ICAO bodies."
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