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From:  ATNP WG3


To:  ATNP WG1, WG2 and JWG





Working Group Recommendations to ATNP/2








ATNP Working Group 3, at its eighth meeting in October 1996, considered a number of issues that it believes needs to be brought to the attention of ATNP/2.  This flimsy is intended to serve as a vehicle for the coordination of a joint position on these matters from the three working groups of ATNP.  The specific topics for coordination are:





a.  Stability of ATN SARPs in light of on-going validation activities.  





A number of ICAO States and organizations are engaged in validation activities related to the ATN.  Although significant validation of the SARPs has already been completed, the validation efforts will continue well beyond the working group of the whole meeting that is scheduled for early 1997.  Since the draft ATN SARPs are scheduled for distribution to the ICAO States for comment in the April 1997 time frame we anticipate that the responses by the ICAO States will include proposed modifications, hopefully minor, to the SARPs based on additional validation results not available at the time of  the planned working group of the whole meeting.  It is anticipated that ICAO will request the State responses sometime in the August to October 1997 period.





b.  Status of ATN Guidance Material





The ATN guidance material (GM) will not be complete by the time of  ATNP/2.  While the GM is expected to be substantially more complete by the March 1997 working group of the whole meeting, it now is evident that it will not be possible to have fully mature GM for all areas.  Specifically the GM associated with the air-ground applications and the inter-centre communications are not expected to be mature by that time.





It is proposed that the joint working group meeting develop a working paper (or perhaps a meeting report) for submission to ATNP/2 with the following recommendations:





1.	Recommend that a second working group of the whole meeting be scheduled within 45 days after the deadline for States to submit comments against the draft ATN SARPs (anticipated in the August/September 1997 time frame).  Recommend that ATNP/2 empower the working group of the whole to review the comments received from the States and prepare proposed changes to the ATN SARPs, as needed, to resolve issues raised by the State comments.  These proposed change would be submitted to the ANC via the panel secretary.





2.	ATNP/2 is requested to note that ATN Guidance Material is under development by the working groups of ATNP.  However the working groups consider the GM as not yet complete and not ready for review by the panel.  (It is proposed that the joint working group provide the draft GM material as an attachment to an information paper to ATNP/2)





3.	Recommend that ATNP/2 empower the working group of the whole, at the proposed second meeting  (recommendation 1 above), to review and approve ATN Guidance Material for submission to the ANC via the panel secretary, without having to wait for ATNP/3 approval.  Once approved by the working group of the whole, recommend that ICAO make the GM available as a salable document at the earliest opportunity (without waiting for it to appear as published ‘green pages’. 








