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Summary
This information paper provides information on the current status of the development of the AMHS use of the X.500 Directory.

The paper recommends an approach for the specification of the ATN Directory in support of AMHS.

This material is available in soft file.

1.- INTRODUCTION.

This document has been produced to facilitate the interconnection of information processing systems to provide directory services. The information held by the Directory, collectively known as the Directory Information Base (DIB), is typically used to facilitate communication between, with or about objects such as application entities, people, terminals, distribution lists and, in our case, to facilitate the addressing within the AMHS network.

This paper is a contribution to the production of sub-deliverables D141 (“Analysis of the AMHS Requirements for Directory Services”).

2.- WORK PROGRESS.

The current development of material is focused in the identification of the data structure to be stored in X.500 Directory for AMHS purposes. It has been carried out in different phases:

First step:

Public MHS object classes and attribute types concerning on X.400 have been identified and described with detail. For that, International Standardised Profiles have been taken into account. One of these profiles has been generated with the goal of performing a X.500 Directory Service implementation associated to the Message Handling System (MHS). The name of this profile is FD12, specified in ISO/IEC DISP 11189. This one refers explicitly to ‘Annex A’ of the ISO/IEC 10021-2 standard.

Different object classes and attribute types have been studied in accordance with the AMHS usefulness.

The goal of this step is to define a set of object classes and attribute types to be supported for any implementation claiming to be ATSMHS Extended Service compliant.

These ones are described in section 3.2 and 3.3 of the document.

Second step: 

Different issues developed for the ATSMHS Extended service by the WG3/SG1 have been studied regarding the X.500 Directory services. Some of them are enumerated as follows:

· Security issues:

· Public key infrastructure.

· Backward compatibility.

· Business class extensions issues.

· Relationship between RNs and DLs.

· Storage of the AF-address of the user.

· Storage of the CIDIN/AMHS Gateway information

All of these ATSMHS Extended services need the aid of the X.500 Directory services in order to provide a complete functionality and backwards compatibility with the ATSMHS Basic service.

These ones are described in section 3.4 of the document.

As a consequence of this study, new private object classes and attribute types have raised. These ones are described in section 3.5 of the document.

Third step: 

An analysis of all the material mentioned above and their integration in the Sub-volume 7: “Directory Services” has been carried out in section 3.6 of the document.

There exists private auxiliary ATN Object classes envisaged for AMHS users (‘atnMhsUser’) and structural Object classes (‘atnOrganizationalUnit’, ‘atnOrganizationalPerson’, ‘atnAFTNGateway’) and other ones that are defined as subclasses of public MHS Object classes. In this case, the WG3/SG1 would define the properly public and private AMHS object classes to use and the private ATN Object classes would be defined as subclasses of these last ones.

3.- RECOMMENDATION.

The meeting is invited to note the progress of the work done by WG3/SG1 in the development of the AMHS use of X500 Directory.

