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INTRODUCTION





	There has been much controversy and discussion on the topic of logging of AMHS traffic, and in particular, the retention of these logs for 30 days. This information is indicated in para 3.1.2.1.7, 3.1.2.2.1.3, 3.1.2.2.2.3, 3.1.2.3.2.1.9, and 3.1.2.3.3.1 of the draft AMHS SARP’s.





	The particular source document used for this logging requirement is ICAO Annex 10, Volume II, Chapter 4, section 4.4.1.6 (1995 edition; 4.4.1.7 in 1985 edition) which stipulates the long term retention of AFTN traffic records.





	In the discussion on 15 Apr, attention was drawn to section 3.5, Record of communications, contained in Vol. II of Annex 10. It was suggested that this recording requirement might impact other SARP’s being developed by the ATNP.





DISCUSSION





	Since the AMHS SARP’s are, in effect, an extension of Chapter 4 of Volume II, it is reasonable to expect that they would provide for the long term logging requirements of these types of messages. 





	With respect to the requirements of section 3.5 impacting on the other SARP’s (CPDLC, ADS, etc.) it can be argued that these SARP’s are for the technical description of Equipment and Systems which are presently covered under Volume I of Annex 10. They do not, therefore, have to contain specific references to the logging requirements because they are simply the technical tools being used by the various “stations” of the aeronautical telecommunications service. It is up to the designated authority responsible for provision of the aeronautical telecommunications service of these “stations” to determine the method to be used for the purpose of  logging communications under section 3.5 just as it is their responsibility to ensure adherence to the other sections of Chapters 2 and 3 of Volume II. The service has not really changed, only the methods used to deliver it.





RECOMMENDATION





	It is recommended that:





		a)	The AMHS SARP’s retain the requirements for the 30 day logging in the 				applicable paragraphs;





		b)	Logging requirements not be contained in the other technical SARP’s;





		c)	A section (or series of paragraphs) be included in Sub-Volume 1 of the ATN 				SARP’s, in either the main SARP’s or in Guidance Materiel, to either make 				reference to Chapters 2 and 3 of Annex 10, Volume II or to reiterate the 				requirements of these chapters in an ATN context.
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