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Answer to ATNP

In WG-D/11_WP 5 „Communique to AMCP regarding use of VDL Mode 4“ a concern was raised that the current version of the ATN protocols are not able to distinguish between different sets of ATS applications. This means that ATN does not provide the possibility to route ADS-C information via VDL Mode 4 and avoid transmitting  other ATN Operational communications over the same the link.

VSG on VDL mode 4 came to the following conclusion:

VDL Mode 4 will be validated against ADS-C requirements. In order to transmit this information the ATN-capability of this VDL Mode is used. We are considering an ADS-C scenario only in order to provide information regarding the delay performance of the system. This makes it possible to identify the necessary implementation constraints for an ATS Service provider to design its ATN network in an appropriate way in order to fulfill the ADS-C requirements... 

 It should be pointed out that there are no efforts within the VSG on VDL Mode 4 to validate VDL Mode 4 against requirements for point-point applications other than ADS-C.

VSG does not have the expertise to solve this problem but understands that there may be solutions such as using topology restrictions (ie a separate A/G router) or through use of a new ATSC class, but they also understand that theses solutions have drawbacks.  We would be interested in the views of ATNP as to how to solve this problem should a requirement emerge to allow for segregation of application types within the ATSC class.

