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Backward Compatibility Provisions of the draft Third Edition of Doc 9705 Sub-Volume V

ATNP WG2 at its 19th meeting in Gran Canaria, Spain reviewed the enhancements, deletions and corrections proposed to be introduced with the third edition of Doc 9705 Sub-Volume V.  In all cases provisions have been made to insure that implementation consistent with the provisions of third edition of Doc 9705 Sub-Volume V will be capable of interoperating with implementations built in accordance with the prior versions of Sub –Volume V. The general approach taken by WG2 has been to ensure that implementations conformant to the enhanced features introduced with the third edition of Doc 9705 Sub-Volume V will either:

a)
directly interoperate with an implementations conformant to prior editions of Doc 9705 Sub-Volume V; or

b)
introduce the means to recognize that the peer can only support the provisions of a prior edition of the Doc 9705 Sub-Volume V and will not invoke the enhanced functionality; or

c)
support a provision already included in prior editions of Doc 9705 Sub-Volume V to negotiate down to the feature set consistent with the prior implementation

The following are examples of the above approaches to achieving backward compatibility with implementations conformant to prior editions of Doc 9705 Sub-Volume V.

· The provision of adaptive connection oriented transport timers introduced with the third edition of Doc 9705 Sub-Volume V inherently retains interoperability with end systems using static transport timer values as defined in prior editions of Sub-Volume V.

· A backward compatible means, using the ISH PDU, is provided for signaling support for IDRP authentication services.  An airborne or air-ground BIS will only invoke the IDRP authentication mechanisms if it has received an explicit indication that the peer BIS also supports this capability.

Recommendation

WG2 requests that WG1 consolidate the above information with similar information provided by WG1 and WG3 and prepare a working paper for ATNP/3.  This working paper should be submitted to the planned December 1999 Working Group of the Whole for final review and approval.

