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Summary:


This Working paper is a continuation of the AFTN/ATN Gateway Operating Concept document that was presented at the Banff meeting (October 1995).  The outline was reviewed and accepted by the WG.  Further development on this document is required to become an essential part of the integration of AFTN/ATN Gateways.�
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Introduction





	The Operating Concept Document is an important factor for the overall completion of  AFTN/ATN Gateway integration.  The outline has been designed to encompass all areas of concern for interoperability with ATN activities.  It was determined at the Banff WG1 meeting that additional work and research must be completed on this paper to make it a technically profitable document.  The members with involvement or foreseeable implication with AFTN/ATN gateways and AFTN operations are targeted as the information providers with respect to this topic.


Current Status





	The document has not received sufficient input to have evolved into a beneficial information source thus far.  The suggestions that were made at the Banff meeting were deemed necessary and have been re-stated in the Recommendations and Plans section of this WP.  It was determined by the meeting that the audience for this document would be at a technical level which is more involved with the implementation of the ATN (more so than with the World Wide Plan).  It was also decided that there should be a technical liaison between WGs on this deliverable so that there is no overlap in the SARPs.  There has been no progress made on the document since the last meeting in Banff.





Future Development





	The current outline is attached to this WP as a stimulus to further production of the deliverable.  The WG1 Banff meeting suggested that a Drafting Group be formed for its development.  The document requires the combination of appropriate expertise to develop the Operating Concept.





Recommendations





	The WG is invited to consider the formation a Drafting Group with the following responsibilities:





Choose an editor with appropriate experience to oversee document production;


Compile existing AFTN/ATN Gateway information that would be beneficial to implementation;


Provide Technical Liaison between WGs (1/2/3) to avoid overlap in SARPs; and 


Provide AFTN/ATN Gateway Operating Concept Document.
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