





1	This appendix presents to the WG! the possibility of expanding the work program of the ATNP to include the development of materiel for the Aeronautical Fixed Services (AFS).





2.	Currently, the ATNP is responsible for dealing with AFTN issues. There is, however, no panel or study group in ICAO tasked with “looking after” the other components of the AFS. As such, issues  like G-G voice and voice switching systems/networks and others like the telecommunications structure which supports the World Area Forecast System (WAFS) can not be formally discussed and resolved.





3.	Specifically, two cases have recently been observed:


		


		a.	There has been a request for ICAO to develop guidelines/


			standards pertaining to the integration of voice and data


			in digital circuits.





		b.	There are indications that FAA and/or EUROCONTROL will


			be proposing to ICAO to develop standards for digital voice


			networks and interfaces.





4.	If the need for assigning specific AFS works to Panels or study groups arises, there is a possibility that the ATNP be considered the first candidate. The ANC may then amend the work program of the panel accordingly.





5.	Notwithstanding the above, the participants are invited to express their opinion on this subject so that the panel secretary will be better prepared to represent them in ICAO if and when required.
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