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SUMMARY

This information paper provides a high level overview of the emerging Link2000+ Programme for the implementation of ATN based Data Link Services in Europe.

Introduction

The ATM2000+ Strategy has identified the introduction of Datalink Services and the supporting communication infrastructure as a key enabler for the necessary evolution of ATM in Europe to increase capacity and improve safety levels.

Based on this the EATCHIP Communication Strategy has defined three main actions in this area which relate to the specification and implementation of new data communication services (e.g. CPDLC) based on new operational concepts, the implementation of a VDL-Mode 2 air-ground subnetwork as the first ATN subnetwork and the implementation of the ATN to support air-ground communications with appropriate ground network support.

All elements of this datalink system have been standardised and operational systems (avionics and ground systems) are currently being developed by industry and validated in extensive European Programmes.  Aeronautical communication service providers are in the process of implementing ATN compliant VDL subnetworks in Europe and in the US.

Implementation of mobile datalink services in Europe

There is now a clear opportunity to implement  seamless and consistent mobile Datalink Services supported by a consistent mobile communication infrastructure in the European Region in close co-ordination with the US which has decided to deploy ATN based datalink services for their en-route centres from 2002 on.

The implementation of the operational services and the supporting data communication infrastructure is operationally and technically complex It must be an international, multi-disciplinary co-ordinated process that can best be embraced in a programme structure with defined deliverables, dependencies, milestones, funding etc.. 

It must be affordable, user driven and define a clear migration path from the present system to the new system.  

In order to be able to start implementation of services in the time frame 2004-2007 and to allow early implementation opportunities from 2002 on, it is necessary start the programme at least beginning of 2000. 

Programme Definition

Based on the above the EUROCONTROL Agency will establish a drafting group to define the Link2000+ programme which will contain the necessary elements for the stakeholders concerned to commit to the programme in well defined and affordable steps. The programme definition is anticipated to start early 1999.
Recommendations

The Working Group is invited to note the information in this paper.
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