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SUMMARY

Although the adoption of the update to SARPS regarding ATN requirements by the ICAO Council marks the completion of an intensive work program, the Air Navigation Commission has suggested that the detailed ATN system description is not yet ready to be included.  A considerable amount of work will be required to bring the requirements to maturity as more is learned about the evolution of ATN.  In recognition of the extensive work to be accomplished, the Airlines Electronic Engineering Committee (AEEC), after preliminary correspondence with the ICAO staff, supports a cooperative effort between ICAO and AEEC in the review and resolution of material sent to ICAO regarding new and evolving developments associated with ATN

BACKGROUND

The Airlines Electronic Engineering Committee (AEEC) is a standards organization comprising approximately 30 official international members from airlines, general aviation and other aircraft operators.  AEEC oversees the preparation of aircraft equipment and system standards by volunteers from aircraft operators, manufacturers, service providers and regulatory agencies.  The draft standards prepared by the subcommittees and working groups of AEEC represent the consensus of meeting participants and the recipients of draft material circulated to the aviation industry.  The final products are voluntary international standards published and distributed as ARINC Characteristics and Specifications.

1.1
The ATN Panel (ATNP) has completed their work on the compendium of basic ATN requirements.  The Council has adopted this update to the SARPS.  However, the Air Navigation Commission (ANC) is not ready to be included in SARPS.  They recommended that it be released as a manual that could be used in conjunction with the basic requirements document.

1.2
The ANC currently has concerns.  The actual future of ATN is evolving which makes it difficult to determine the final system configuration and to assess the payback and benefits of employing the ATN.  Another issue is the difficulty realized in trying to keep the technical content of the documents up to date particularly when many ICAO States will be submitting questions and recommendations regarding the system as it evolves.

2.1
In recognition of the need to be responsive to future ATN developments, the ICAO staff initiated preliminary discussions with the AEEC Chairman on AEEC’s willingness to pursue technical cooperation with ICAO.  The ICAO staff has recognized the level of technical talent associated with the Airlines Electronic Engineering Committee (AEEC) and their ability to prepare relatively quick responses to evolving technical issues at the international level.  The ICAO staff’s query addressed the amenability of the AEEC to accept comments and questions on ATN that had been submitted to ICAO.  After AEEC reviews the issues, the can suggest possible actions that ICAO could take to resolve them.  This relationship would provide for significant benefits to the industry:

1.
The timeliness of responses to questions and comments sent into ICAO could be improved significantly.

2.
AEEC would be cognizant of material being directed to ICAO and could provide recommendations directly into their forum.

3.
Closer coordination between AEEC and ICAO would promote consistency in international system definitions and requirements.

4.
Updates to the SARPS could be accommodated by ICAO with a schedule consistent with the rapid evolution of ATN.

2.2
The AEEC Chairman has received positive responses from AEEC members regarding this topic.  If ICAO supports this approach, both organizations can start developing the procedures required for the cooperative effort.

