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1. 	Introduction





1.1	This paper provides an updates on AFTN/ATN-related developments in ICAO since the last round of working group meetings.








2.	Changes in Membership





2.1	The Air Navigation Commission (ANC) has recently approved requests from Argentina and ASECNA to replace their nominated members in the ATNP by Messrs Nelson Garcia and Mamadou Diop accordingly. Contact numbers of the above new members are as follows:





	Mr Nelson M Garcia


		Buenos Aires, Argentina	


		Phone 	+54 1 3176039


		Fax		+54 1 3128240





	Mr Mamadou Diop


		Dakar, Senegal


		Phone	+221 361196


		Fax		+221 205405








2.	ATN Security Issues





4.1	Several replies were received to the letter sent to all panel members on 29 August 1997 regarding the possible legal restrictions to the use of cryptography. A summary of those replies, and advice received from the Legal Bureau of the Secretariat, have been presented to Working Group 1 for further consideration.








3.	Amendment to AFTN SARPs





3.1	The proposed amendment to AFTN SARPs contained in Annex 10, Volume II (Recommendation 1/1 of ATNP/2) was broadly supported by States and underwent the final review by the ANC on 2 December 1997. The proposal was approved with few minor changes and has been consolidated in the amendment 73 to Annex 10 (all volumes) which will be tabled for adoption by the Council in late March 1998. This amendment is available for perusal by the participants.











3.2	A number of points were raised by States regarding AFTN procedures which should be further studied by the Panel. These points have been presented to Working Group 1.











4.	ATN SARPs and Guidance Material





4.1	The ANC carried out the final review of new draft ATN SARPs on 22 December 1997 in light of comments received from States and international organizations. The Commission was informed about the changes proposed by the Configuration Control Board (CCB) (to Version 2.1 of detailed SARPs) and was requested to permit the Secretariat to incorporate those, and other changes resulting from amendments to Annex 11 and PANS-RAC (Doc 4444) into one final version (ICAO 2.2).





4.2	The Commission approved the slightly amended core part, but went through a considerable length of discussion on the detailed part. It was finally decided by the Commission that the detailed part (ICAO Version 2.2) should, for the time being, be published as a special manual. In this regard, it was agreed that the SARPs-style language used in the detailed part be retained. It was also requested that special priority be given to the manual so that it be published together with Amendment 73 to Annex 10 (around August 1998). The new manual is entitled "Manual of Technical Provisions for the ATN" and its number will be Doc 9705-AN/956. The document will be amended on an annual basis (if necessary).





4.3	Noting the new destination of the detailed part, the ANC agreed that the core part be amended accordingly so that it correctly refer to the detailed provisions. 





4.4	Consequently, a special meeting of the CCB was held in Montreal in December 97 to incorporate all the necessary changes (resulting from resolved Proposed Defect Reports as well as consequential changes to other ICAO documents mentioned above) and produce the final ICAO Version 2.2 for publication. This was accomplished and hard/soft copies of this document have been provided to the CCB Chairman. 





4.5	Another important activity undertaken during the above-mentioned meeting was the revision of the core part (mainly the cross-references to the detailed part) which was done by Rapporteur of Working Group 1 in consultation with other rapporteurs. The final version of the core part, which will be the new Chapter 3 of Annex 10, Volume III, Part I, has been consolidated with other elements into Amendment 73 to Annex 10 and will be tabled for adoption by the Council in late March 1997. The applicability date of this amendment will be 5 November 1998. Hard/soft copies of the final core ATN SARPs are available for perusal by participants.


  











5. Schedule of ATNP/3





5.1	As an action item from Redondo Beach, the possibility of holding ATNP/3 in September 1999 has been investigated. It appears that many panels have already been scheduled for 1999 and it is rather difficult to fit ATNP/3 in that year, especially in the month of September (it is reserved for ADSP/5).





5.2	It may be possible to hold a one-week long meeting in May 1999 (from 17 to 21). If panel members are satsified that the envisaged enhancements to SARPs and guidance material can be achieved in one week of full panel meeting, they should advise the Panel Secretary ASAP. They should also make sure that their papers are submitted well in advance and avoid re-writing excercises (during the meeting) so that the final report can be produced and reviewed before participants' departure.





5.3	Other possibilities for ATNP/3 are 6-17 December 1999 and March 2000 (exact dates yet unknown).








6.	Co-ordination Matters





6.1	A communique' has been received from the AMCP requesting clarification of few points regarding Join/Leave Event Reporting, Priority Level of IDRP Keep-Alives and the Non-use of IDRP in Subnetworks. That communique' has been forwarded to Working Group 2 for further action.





6.2	Two other communiques have just been received from the AMCP providing their reaction to ATNP's comments provided on VDL Modes 3 and 4. These communiques are also for the consideration of Working Group 2.





6.3	No recent communication has been received from any other panel.





6.4	From time to time, the Panel Secretary is requested (by editors of various newsletters, Regional Offices, etc) to provide updates on recent ATN-related developments and/or actual implementation initiatives/activities. In this respect, it would be helpful if participants in working group meetings bring along and present (for inclusion in the reports) any such news/updates they can find in their States/organizations.


 





7. Action by the meeting





7.1	The meetings are invited to consider the material presented in this paper in their work and advise the Panel Secretary regarding any follow-up actions.


*** END ***


�











 





 











